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Cover image: General Union of Palestine Students (GUPS) 
www.palestineposterproject.org/posters/student-intifada 


Arabic translation: (text at top) May 15 Day of solidarity with the 
students in the occupied homeland (text on hand) Students of the 
world Raise your voices And link your hands in solidarity with the 
Palestinian students in the occupied homeland 


Open letter originally published by Willamette Valley Abolition 
Project 
www.instagram.com/p/C6riNeeygXb/?igsh=MTdwb2wlam90Ymw4 
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Realistically, our demands for a Free Palestine are incompatible with the 
world as it is. As long as american imperialist domination of the world 
continues unabated, will Palestine ever be free? As long as universities remain 
subordinate to capital and the military, will they ever completely divest? Let 
us then dream bigger, struggle further. Let our solidarity with Palestine 
overflow the confines of all our separated struggles. As students, let learning 
itself be dedicated to struggle and spill out the university gates, no longer 
dictated by capital and genocide in a burning world. 


The liberation of Palestine and the destruction of the american imperialist 
war machine of which “Israel” is only an extension will not be given to us. It 
will only be won when we recognize the seriousness of and begin to engage 
with our task—the unmaking of american empire, everywhere and here. 
Escalate for Gaza! Be creative, the possibilities are endless! Find your friends 
and get to work! Know that in the streets of eugene we have your back. 


Onwards until victory! 


Love & Rage 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE 


STUDENT INTIFADA 


against collaboration 
against conciliation 
straight ahead 
to freedom 


oper letter 


Intifada until victory! 


The student intifada for university divestment from the genocide of 
Palestinians is back. Will it be back with vengeance? All summer long university 
administrations have prepared for the offenstve—inflating police budgets, 
changing bylaws, and attentively studying techniques of counter-insurgency and 
cooptation in order to crush the student solidarity movement for a free 
Palestine. It will take curiosity, creativity, risk, and boldness to out-maneuver 
the violent and non-violent forms of repression they’ve already begun to apply. 
In many respects, however, non-violent forms of repression are far scarier than 
violent ones—because when you're hit by a police baton, thrown to the ground 
by a riot pig, or choking tear gas you and all of your comrades ate all the more 
emboldened to fight back. When your supposed comrades are the ones that are 
doing the work of the police, on the other hand, collaborating with the 
university to ensure no action can emerge to threaten political and economic 
investment in genocide, a profound demobilizing effect occurs, one the 
university would love to leverage in a vile and dishonest scheme to keep their 


profits and to garner the image of a conciliatory, good-hearted institution. 


This is the baseline of counter-insurgency at the level of the student intifada: 
negotiations that go nowhere, votes that will do nothing, “deals” that can easily 
be reneged upon, and cultivating a passive student population that will police 
themselves and remain content with immaterial concessions. Student 
movements at universities like Brown, Northwestern, University of Oregon, 
Evergreen, and others were easily co-opted into these schemes and quickly 
conceded, quickly fell for the bribes, and quickly disbanded—for nothing. The 
letter that follows was distributed to the encampment at University of Oregon 
sometimes during the 2023-2024 academic year. Those who distributed it were 
quickly forced out of the camp by the deputized “peace police” on the lookout 
for “outside agitators.” All copies of it were confiscated by the yellow vests. We 
ate te-publishing it with the hopes that others can learn from the mistakes of a 


subsection of the student Palestinian solidarity movement that sold out, policed 


4 oper letter 


leadership is setting up the classic trap of not giving the university the 
justification to attack you. You may think that if you don’t escalate, if you don’t 
struggle, then you'll be guaranteed mass support and to appear as if youre in 
the right. You are in the right right now. Avoid at all costs the appeal to 
innocence, authentic victimhood, or moral purity. When we rely on appeals to 
innocence, we foreclose a form of resistance that is outside the limits of law, 
and instead ally ourselves with our oppressors. We will have lost in advance. 
Don’t take our word for it, look around. This is an important lesson that all 


struggles for liberation have had to learn. 
Repression & Risk 


There are many ways to justify lack of escalation—the justifications being used 
are in the name of so-called safety and in the name of pragmatism. It’s often 
said that we “keep the most vulnerable safe” by refusing to escalate, because 
escalation could invite repression (ignoring the fact that refusing to escalate is 
also a form of repression). However, the most vulnerable are the Palestinians 
who are resisting zionism and american imperialism with all the courage in the 
world, seeking our solidarity to meet them in struggle. It is the most vulnerable, 
historically, that engage the most radically! We should know this if we’re deeply 
rooted in the ever-present history of radical Black and Indigenous struggle in 


the US. Do not demobilize or de-escalate in the name of supposed safety. 


If we are afraid, let’s choose instead to gather up our courage, or to retreat to 
another position in which our fear will not hold others back. Repression is 
nothing to be scared of because it is already here. Genocide and the countless 
ways business-as-usual is draining the life from us all are far scarier than the 
repression we face in escalating the struggle. Repression is a sign of our 
strength, not our weakness. As stated by a brave protestor at columbia 
university: “Police being here doesn’t mean we lost . . . it means we won in the 
most glorious way possible. We did not concede. We did not fall for their 
bribes.” 
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Palestine, and to confuse the lines between us who stand on the side of 
Palestinian liberation and them who have vested interests in supporting the 
genocide. Bargaining should be a second priority to leverage, escalation, and 
expanding the struggle. Power concedes nothing without a fight. We suspect 


that your focus on being perceived as respectable to the university is because 


you want simultaneously to guarantee the longevity of the encampment without 


repression and be recognized as the university as “good-faith partners.” 
Pantomiming partnership with the university like this is deeply harmful, 
demobilizing, and neutralizing whatever strength you may have. As long as they 
are financially committed to genocide, they are your enemy! There is a loss of 
collective memory around previous waves of university BDS and divestment 
campaigns. Negotiations over the past two decades that have resulted in “task 
forces”, “continued talks”, “non-binding votes”, empty promises, and hollow 
words, are all on the university’s terms of co-opting, neutralizing, and deferring 
your struggles. This is why we are extremely wary of any prioritizing 
negotiations rather than prioritizing struggle—and why we have ceaselessly 
been calling for escalation, because that’s where the struggle is. Trust us when 
we say that the struggle is in the streets, not in talks with your oppressors. 
Opprtessors are not good faith actors. 


The university’s toleration of your camp is deeply cynical, dishonest, and is also 
a form of repression—do not allow your university to normalize your 
encampment or claim to support it. The only acceptable answer is total and 
immediate divestment, nothing less. Unlike other universities that immediately 
called in the police to crush the camps, brutalize students, and seek to eliminate 
the struggle, your university does not want to tarnish its (dishonestly) 
accommodating and accepting image. Rather, it seeks you to do the work of the 
police—because as long as you are following their rules, refusing to escalate, 
and demobilizing the struggle, you are disarming yourselves. This is also a form 


of repression. 


It is not strategic to capitulate to the university’s terms. It seems like your 
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themselves, avoided action, condemned militants who did act, and dutifully 


followed the rules of the university and the police—all for nothing. 


An Open Letter to Everyone at Eugene’s “Liberated” University: 
with love & struggle from some of your comrades in the same struggle 


in the streets of eugene 


We are writing this letter to every single person daring to fight and win in this 
struggle. We are writing this letter to articulate the stakes of this moment and to 
help embolden us all to meet them. We are writing this letter to remind you of 


just how much power you have. 


The student intifada—the proliferation of liberated zones of encampments 
across america—has sparked a resurgence of energy among radicals, especially 
watching people seize buildings, build barricades and tree-sits, fight cops, de- 
arrest our friends. So many of us have been thrilled to see and participate in a 
campus occupation right here in our streets, but disappointment is setting in as 
we see the privileging of the “legitimate” student actor that can bargain with 
their university, collaborating with the university by adhering to rules that take 
away the possibility for escalation, and failing to recognize that we don’t ask our 
oppressors to stop oppressing us, we fight to destroy the institutions of 


genocide. 
The reflections that follow come from having undergone similar experience as 
you and having learned (and still learning) which strategies are effective or 


ineffective in struggles for liberation. 


We are writing this to encourage the embracing of autonomy and to insist that 


those who choose to act on their own not be ostracized or condemned. 


We are writing this because we are in a moment and position to escalate and to 
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see state institutions tremble. We have an opportunity to force the state to 


capitulate in the face of our collective power. 
We are writing this because this fight is all of our fight. 
We are with you, because we are no different than you. 
The Stakes of this Moment: Escalate for Gaza 


The Palestinian resistance issued us the call: escalate the struggle for Gaza. This 
is an Opportunity to rise up together or not rise at all. Our collective struggle for 
liberation cannot fall short of this moment. We have heard the call for 


escalation. Have your 


There is precedent for escalation all over including in this town. On April 15th, 
over 60 of our comrades blockaded the I-5 in solidarity with an international 
call to sabotage the economic arteries of the war machine, to clog the gears of 


empite. 


Up and down the west coast, our comrades have been on the offensive— 
attacking companies that profit from genocide (banks, real estate offices, etc.), 
blockading ports and distribution centers, dropping banners, attacking police 


infrastructure, finding each other in order to prepare for further escalation. 
This moment is an interconnected struggle and you are a part of it now. Your 
comrades all across the country are on the offensive—pushing back the police, 
occupying buildings, fighting back against fascist attacks. What will you do? 


Comrades in the Struggle: Autonomy and Unity 


We come to this struggle with different experiences, theories of change, and 


visions for the future. These differences can be a strength, if we allow for 
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autonomy and a diversity of tactics. We are not asking everyone to share our 
vision of tactics, we are just asking that, as comrades united in the struggle 
against american imperialist domination, we don’t condemn or try to control 
each othet’s tactics. Let go of the distinction between a right and a wrong way 
to demand an end to genocide. Drop all illusions that there is a correct or polite 
path toward demanding institutions of power stop being complicit in violence. 
Demanding non-violence while your fellow students in struggle are being 
attacked all around the country by the police, by fascists, and by their 
administrations is counterproductive. Demanding non-violence while out 
country and institutions are carrying out genocide is frivolous. Further, the 
distinction itself between “peaceful” and “violent” protest is ilegitimate— 
property damage, building occupations, etc. are not violent—genocide is. We 


do not have to appear respectable to our oppressors. 


Student or not, everyone in this town is subject to the extractive practices the 
university uses to profit off this land: the university is the primary cause for rent 
hikes, houselessness, displacement, sweeps, slum lords, and gentrification and is 
the biggest real estate company and landlord in this town. When the 
administration tries to demarcate between students and non-students, campus 
and community, education and real life, we know that these are just lies used to 
maintain their bottomline. Maintaining these separations limits the potential 
numbers and gives power to the university administration by conceding to their 
demand for the encampment to be student only and echoing their ideas of what 
makes protest “legitimate.” To those win power, as soon as we become a threat, 
we are all outside agitators. The distinction between students and community 


members is arbitrary. Who suggested and continues to insist on this? 
Power Concedes Nothing Without a Fight 
The university will not bargain in good faith. The university will use bargaining 


as a way to wait and to tire you out, to control the terms of the struggle, to 


force concessions and conciliation as we have seen at other occupations for 
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